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Dear Friends in Christ:  

 
There is a story about how a congregational spit happened in northern Minnesota.  The congregation could 
not decide the right way to slice pickles; lengthwise or into chips.  The argument was so bad that some  
people left the church.  This is a true story.  Pickles were really not the issue but the last straw.   
 

I think that the bottom line was the inability to disagree and still show Christ’s love.  Many congregations 
have that problem.  We forget that Christ’s love is the driving force for all we do.  We set our sights on 
buildings and paint colors and small stuff so much so that we forget how much Jesus loves us and all the  
people in the world.  Our world becomes small.  We think being right is more important than being loving.  I 
know it has happened in my life and I think it has in yours also.  
 

There is a solution.  Remember every time you talk to another person that the other person is also loved by 
God and our response to them needs to be out of Love for them as Jesus loves them.  I guarantee that it is 
not always easy but always productive, for you if not the other person.  God loves you so much that Jesus 
died for you even when you were far away from him. We need to show love in our interactions with each 
person in our families, our congregation and our community.  Love does indeed conquer all.  
 
Read John 15:12-17 and always remember that God loves YOU and so do I. 
  

In Christ’s love:  Pastor Ed 
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All God's Children Preschool school year is under-
way!  Our first day of school was August 25th and it 
has been a fantastic first month of school. As with the 
start of anything we are all learning new things, getting to 
know one another, learning classroom rules, learning a 
schedule, making new friends, and of course starting to  
form a beautiful school family.  Everyday our hallways and classrooms are full of laughter, art work, learning, 
and of course PLAY! Our teachers are doing an outstanding job. They are introducing many new activities 
and lessons to our students, they are showing them how fun learning can be and having them engage in hands
-on activities and play-based centers. Each of the classrooms are decorated beautifully, warm, and inviting.   
 

We had AGC spirit week this month and each day had a different theme and a different opportunity to  
donate items to our community. The students got to dress up in the daily theme and the families gave items 
like diapers, wipes, pantry goods, and dog and cat supplies. We dropped these items off at the local food  
pantry, Mother's Helping Mother's, and Nate's Honor. It was heartwarming to see the amount of kindness 
shown by our AGC families, it is what makes this school and community so special. 
 

We have also been busy building relationships with our AGC parents. We do not only want to help our  
students form relationships, we want to help our parents form bonds and friendships as well. One way we  
do this is by having our annual AGC Ice Cream Social. We held this event for the third year in a row on  
September 11th. We invited all of our families, staff, and students to join us for a fun family night out. We 
had an ice cream vendor as well as a local coffee/pastry truck provide treats for children and parents.  Our 
students played on the playground with their friends and teachers got the opportunity to talk to the parents 
and spend some time getting to know one another.  The music was playing, the children were dancing, the 
adults were chatting, and the night could not have been better. The best thing about this event is that we 
were together as a family!  A big thank you to our AGP (All God's Parent) group for all of their hard work 
putting this wonderful event together! 
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SCRIP Ease the financial burdens of the 
holidays by gradually purchasing your gift 
cards now. Proceeds benefit LLLC. 
 

ALTAR GUILD MEETING October 2nd at 
10:30am 

SAVE THE DATES  

Sunday, Oct. 26 – Town Hall – 10am. 
State of Living Lord. Hear the latest up-
dates on the Call Committee, Property 
and Living Lord finances.  

Sunday, Nov. 2 – Teams Meet and Greet 
– 10am. Meet your team leaders and 
learn about volunteer opportunities. 
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FROM YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY NURSES 
When was the last time you sat down to eat together with your family at home? October is National Eat Bet-
ter, Eat Together Month.  It’s a great time to start enjoying meals together if you’re not already. Eating to-
gether as a family allows children and adults to focus on the task at hand…EATING! 
 

The Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics reports that children of families who regularly eat together are more 
likely to have higher intakes of fruits and vegetables and have a healthy weight, and are less likely to have be-
havior problems or use drugs, cigarettes or alcohol when they get older.  Beyond health and nutrition, family 
meals provide a valuable opportunity for children and parents to reconnect. 

Top 10 Tips 

Take time to meal plan! 

The first step to enjoying a meal at home is knowing what to prepare. If you have a plan of attack, then you’re 
more likely to prepare a meal at home.  

Invite your children to help in the kitchen! 

Involving kids in the kitchen gives them confidence and provides them with a life-long skill. In addition, chil-
dren are more likely to consume what they have a role in preparing.  

Move mealtime to the table! 

Enjoying your meal at the table brings the focus back to the food and the people sitting with you. 

Put away the electronics! 

Sit down and enjoy your meal as well as each other’s company. Setting aside your phone and turning off the 
television allows you to focus all of your attention on each other. It can lead to great dinner conversation, 
which opens the lines of communication within your family. 

Ask intentional questions! 

Speaking of conversation, ask intentional questions that move beyond “How was your day?” Consider asking 
questions like, “How did you show kindness to someone today?” “What made you happy today?” “What made 
you sad today?” “What’s your favorite activity we do as a family?” 

Serve as a positive role model! 

Eating together as a family allows you to model proper table manners. Let your child(ren) see you eating a bal-
anced diet. Include foods from all five food groups. Trying new foods together as a family can make it less in-
timidating for children. 

Teach about portion control and healthy choices! 

Meal time is a great time to teach children about portion control and making healthy choices. Allow children to 
self-serve their own portions Encourage them to take a single serving of every food. If they are still hungry, 
they can go back for more. 

Have realistic meal expectations! 

Don’t expect children to sit at the dinner table for excessive lengths of time. Stay positive, which will make 
mealtime more enjoyable for everyone. 

Aim for a few nights a week! 

Don’t worry if your family can’t eat together every day. If weeknight meals won’t work for your family, then 
try eating together as a family on the weekends! 

Make it a habit! 

If your family isn’t currently eating together, then aim to eat one meal together a week. Schedule it on the cal-
endar. Make sure each family member knows that it’s a priority. Once you’ve consistently met that goal, con-
sidering trying to increase the number of meals you eat together to 2 or 3 times per week. 

Eating together as a family teaches children that taking the time and effort to eat together as a family is im-
portant. 

Will you make eating together a priority? 

Then Jesus declared, I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes 
in me will never be thirsty.  John 6:35 
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        Ask The Weatherman     
By: Bill Mork 

PUB THEOLOGY 
All are welcome on Wednesday, October 29th at 
6:30pm at Beef O’ Brady’s, Lakewood Ranch Blvd. 
Share views about how God interacts in our every-
day lives. The format is simple: beer, conversation, 
and God. For more information contact Doug Holst 
at (813) 447-9917. 

LUNCH BUNCH INVITATION  
The second Thursday of the month, we will 
meet October 9th at 11:30am. We will meet 
at Linger Lodge 7116  85th St Ct East 
Bradenton.  This luncheon is open to all.  
See signup sheet in the narthex. Contact 
Marsha Holloway for questions.  
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“Make disciples, Serve selflessly, Live faithfully” 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
 

Visit our web-site—www.livinglordfl.org 
 

 

 

     
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living Lord Lutheran Church 
11107 Palmbrush Trail 
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202 
 

“LIKE” us on Facebook. 
Facebook.com/llivinglordlutheranchurch 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel 
at YouTube.com 
Search for Living Lord Lutheran 
Church Bradenton 


