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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
PRELUDE There Is a Balm in Gilead        Traditional spiritual/Keveren  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS            ELW p. 94 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
C The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!      

P In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into 
the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 
of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
 
 



GATHERING SONG           ELW 689 

 

 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KYRIE               ELW p. 147 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE           ELW p. 148 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  
C Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with 
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your 
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 



WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8 
Reader A reading from Isaiah. 
 6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
 I am the first, and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8 Do not fear or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
Reader The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 
Reader A reading from Romans. 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For 
all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of 
adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then 
heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so 
that we may also be glorified with him. 
  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits 
with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation 
was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its 
enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children 
of God.  



22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers 
together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now 
hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
Reader The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             ELW p. 151 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while 
everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat 
and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then 
the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and 
said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, 
did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ 
The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But 
he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 
with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest 
time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles 
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 
field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 
38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 
the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed 
them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are 
angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it 
be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they 
will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they 
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON 
 
REFLECTION 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                ELW 679 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CREED  
A Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for 

the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

A God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds 
among the wheat. Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and 
where we get lost among the complexities of life, guide us. God of 
grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
A God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths 

of oceans, microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. 
May we share earth’s dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. 
God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
 



A God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and 
in righteousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders 
guide wisely toward the flourishing of all. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
A God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have 

been uprooted by war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment, 
harassment, false witness to their character, or illness or injury. We 
pray especially Josh, Theo, Chris and Augie; for Kim, Vaughn, Rudy and 
Randy; for the Call Committee and Pastor Nicole; for Christy, Jan, Linda 
and Nancy; for Jamie, Tom, Berniece and Corinne; for Jennifer, Mary 
Ann, Rhoda and Al; for the Valino Family, for Glen, Brenda and Kathy 
and Rich; and for the family of Kevin Shinn…God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
A God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and 

campers, daycare professionals, librarians, summer school educators 
and coaches, teachers preparing for the coming academic year, and 
youth becoming first-time babysitters. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in 
all times and places. We give you thanks for the witness of all the 
saints who shine like the sun in your presence. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we 

cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ 
Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 
PEACE  
P The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C And also with you.  
 
MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING MUSIC   I Will Sing New Songs         Antonín Dvořák     

                   Brooke Palmtag, soprano  

 
 



OFFERING 

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower 
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad 
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE                ELW p. 152 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE                ELW p. 153 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY            ELW p. 153 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE           ELW p. 153 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P Bless us O Lord, and these gifts of bread and wine that they may become 
the body and blood of Christ.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS 
P Holy communion here is just this simple: All are welcome because this is 
the Lord's table. It is Jesus who invites us to share in this meal. So, it doesn't 
matter who you are or how you are but that you simply come because God's gifts 
are...C Free.  
 

COMMUNION 
P The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ given for you. 
C  Amen.  



COMMUNION SONG             ELW p. 154 

 
 

COMMUNION 1            ELW 596 

 



COMMUNION 2                   ELW 465 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. 
Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your 
glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C Amen. 

 

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION 
P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you 
sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to 
share your word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and 
imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive 
this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the 
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 



BLESSING 

P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 
C Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG            ELW 881 

 



DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE   Change My Heart, Oh God           Eddie Espinosa  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB132943. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of  
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The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God. 
 
The Eternal Candle for the month of July is given by Vidra 
Bernard in memory of Richard “Dick” Bernard. 
 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  
All who have faith in the words, “given for you” and “shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sin” is really worthy and well prepared to receive this 
sacrament. Communion is by individual cup (wine or white grape juice and 
gluten free wafers are available). Let an usher know if you need communion 
brought to you. 
 

THE SUNDAY BULLETIN  
focuses on the what, when, and where of announcements and ministry 
opportunities for the upcoming week. Detailed information is available on 
our Facebook page, in the Link, which is published weekly, and in the 
Voice, our monthly newsletter, and on our website – www.livinglordfl.org.  

FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
Thank you for your continued support for our ministry and 
mission. Offerings can be mailed to the church or online giving 
with banking or credit card payments at www.livinglordfl.org or 
scan this QR code, click Menu, Give, scroll down to give now.  

LET US KNOW YOU WERE HERE! - ATTENDANCE PADS  
Please fill out the attendance register and pass it down the aisle. Add your 
name and place a “C” (if you are communing) in the MEMBER or VISITOR 
column. This is a change to satisfy our constitutional requirement to 
maintain a record of those who have communed. Thank you for helping us 
with this detail. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL for ages 3 through 3rd Grade. We look forward to 
seeing all the children then at either the 9:00 or 11:00 service.  
 
FAITH FORMATION For older children and teenagers 10:05 to 10:55. 

http://www.livinglordfl.org/
http://www.livinglordfl.org/


Week of Jul. 20 – Jul. 26 

 
Monday  

AA Meeting 11:30am 

Boy Scouts 6pm 

GA Meeting 7pm 
 

Tuesday  

AA Meeting/Al Anon 11:30am 

Cub Scouts 6pm 

AA Meeting 7pm 

 

Wednesday  

AA Meeting 11:30am  

Wed. Lunch Bunch 12:30pm 

 
Thursday  

AA Meeting 11:30am 

Widows Journey 10am 
 

Friday   

GA Meeting 9:30am 

Crafting 10:30am 

AA Meeting 11:30am 

Family Fun Night 5:30pm 

AA Meeting 6pm, 8pm 
 

Saturday  

AA & Al-Anon Meeting 4pm 

NA Meeting 8pm 

 

Sunday   

9am Journey Worship 

11am Traditional Worship 

AA Meeting 6:30pm 
SLAA Meeting 8pm 

PUZZLE SWAP Do you like jigsaw 
puzzles?  A basket (in the Sanctuary 
Hall) has been provided for you to 
leave your finished puzzles and take 
challenging puzzles to 
complete. Enjoy! 
 
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY: Prayer 
team! We all know how powerful 
prayer is and lately we have had 
more requests. You don't need any 
training (although we will have 
suggested prayers available if you 
want). Just have a heart to 
receive some names and requests, 
and lift them up to Jesus. There will 
be a sign up sheet in the 
fellowship area for volunteers. See 
Pastor Linda for more information. 
 
Family Fun Night - BINGO July 
24th. We will continue with the 4th 
Friday each month, but note the time 
change.  We will begin at 5:30 and 
end at 7:30!  Hope to see you there. 
Sign up in the narthex so we can 
plan on the number attending and 
food coverage. 
 
SUNDAY BRUNCH Join us for 
brunch, discussion and fellowship 
after the 11am service each Sunday.  
Please sign up on the clipboard at 
the Scrip table.  A map and location 
for Sunday Brunch will be next to the 
clipboard. If you have questions, 
please contact Marilyn Jones, 614-
570-5483. All are welcome! 

 



WIDOW’S JOURNEY - You are never alone when you walk with Christ.   
LLLC warmly invites all widows to join a supportive and uplifting group that 
meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 10:00am to 12:00pm. 

This gathering provides a safe space to share support, understanding, and 
fellowship.  Whether you seek a listening ear, new friendships, or a quiet 
moment of solace, this group is here for you. 

You do not need to be a member of LLLC to participate - all widows are 
welcome.  If you know of a widow that would benefit from this group, please 
reach out to Maggie in the church office or contact Beverly 
Brockschmidt. Come as you are, we look forward to walking alongside you. 
 
WEDNESDAY LUNCH BUNCH!  Everyone is welcome each Wednesday at 
12:30. Join Pastor Linda and escape the summer heat for fellowship, fun, 
and caring. With occasional guests to share information helpful to all of us! 
Bring a sandwich, cold drinks will be provided. Extra food available if you 
didn’t have time to make something! 
 
LLLC BOOK CLUB The next meeting of the LLLC BOOK CLUB will be 
August 5th at 9:30 am. We meet in the Activity Hall for discussion and a 
light snack and beverage.  The book we are reading for this month, July, is 
The Secret Life of Sunflowers by Marta Molnar.   If you like book 
discussions, join us.  Contact Marilyn Jones, 614-570-5483, for information.  
 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR ONECO SCHOOL The Outreach Team will be 
collecting school supplies in July. Every student at Oneco School qualifies for 
free lunch program and 95% are at poverty level. Cash donations are 
appreciated. Place cash donations in the collection tray, marked Oneco 
School.  Collection baskets will be in the narthex. A suggested supply list is 
available on the Manatee Co. School Districts website: 
https://www.manateeschools.net/domain/3345. Thank you for your kind donations. 
Questions? Contact Susan Copeland  941-243-5329 or Mary Torke 941-356-
5510. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.manateeschools.net/domain/3345
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