
 

 
 
 

The Journey  
August 23, 2026 

9AM 
 

Living Lord Lutheran Church 
11107 Palmbrush Trail 

Lakewood Ranch, Florida 34202 
941-753-9365 

 

 
 



PRE-SERVICE MUSIC The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING PRAYER 
C      Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire 
of your love. Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created and you shall 
renew the face of the earth. O God, who taught the hearts of the faithful by 
the light of the Holy Spirit, Grant that in the same Spirit, we may be truly 
wise and ever enjoy your consolations. AMEN 

 

GATHERING SONG  

 

 



OPENING SONG  

 



 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
FIRST READING: Romans 12:1-8 
A reading from Romans. 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s 
mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this 
age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think 
of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 
4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have 
the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 
7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in 
encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
 
 



GOSPEL SONG         Vs. 1, ch. only  

 



 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 16:13-20 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some 
say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that 
he was the Messiah. 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
MESSAGE 
 
REFLECTION 



MESSAGE SONG  

 







 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. 
Strengthen and encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that 
they boldly proclaim your word of life to all the world 



You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and 
wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach 
us to be wise stewards of all you have made.  

You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations 
experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of 
relief agencies and peacemaking organizations.  

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present 
among all who struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and 
mental illness, that they know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in 
need this day. We pray especially for those who have asked for our prayers, 
those most dear to us whom we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts (a 
brief silence)… 

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied 
gifts and talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship 
that all may be united as the body of Christ.  

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who 
died in the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join 
them at your eternal banquet.  

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
P The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C  And also with you.  
 
OFFERING 
Let us give thanks to God for our many blessings as we offer our monetary 
gifts for the mission and ministry of this community of faith. For those who 
are online, you can offer your financial support for our mission and 
ministries by going to our website livinglordfl.org and clicking on the give 
button at the top of the home page. 

 
OFFERING MUSIC   Sonata, L. 418      Domenico Scarlatti  



SONG BEFORE THE MEAL  

 



 
 



THE MEAL 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us; 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory, are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 
 
MEAL INSTRUCTIONS 
Holy Communion here is just this simple: All are welcome because this is 
the Lord’s table. It is Jesus who invites us to share in this meal. So, it 
doesn’t matter who you are or how you are but that you simply come 
because God’s gifts are… C Free  
 
 
 
 



 

 

MEAL SONG 1             ELW 692 



 

 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
May this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you 
and keep you in God's grace now and forevermore.  
C Amen 

MEAL SONG 2            ELW 531 
 



SENDING SONG  

 









 
DISMISSAL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISMISSAL SONG  

 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB132943. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of  

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Song Select Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com Living Lord Lutheran Church CCLI License# 

2925242. 

http://www.ccli.com/


The Altar Flowers are given by Lynn Pope in memory of 
her mom, Gladis Walden’s birthday. 
 
The Eternal Candle for the month of August is given by 
Sandy Coffman. May God bless family birthdays’ this month. 

 
 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  
All who have faith in the words, “given for you” and “shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sin” is really worthy and well prepared to receive this 
sacrament. Communion is by individual cup (wine or white grape juice and 
gluten free wafers are available). Let an usher know if you need communion 
brought to you. 
 

THE SUNDAY BULLETIN  
focuses on the what, when, and where of announcements and ministry 
opportunities for the upcoming week. Detailed information is available on 
our Facebook page, in the Link, which is published weekly, and in the 
Voice, our monthly newsletter, and on our website – www.livinglordfl.org.  

FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
Thank you for your continued support for our ministry and 
mission. Offerings can be mailed to the church or online giving 
with banking or credit card payments at www.livinglordfl.org or 
scan this QR code, click Menu, Give, scroll down to give now.  

LET US KNOW YOU WERE HERE! - ATTENDANCE PADS  
Please fill out the attendance register and pass it down the aisle. Add your 
name and place a “C” (if you are communing) in the MEMBER or VISITOR 
column. This is a change to satisfy our constitutional requirement to 
maintain a record of those who have communed. Thank you for helping us 
with this detail. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL for ages 3 through 3rd Grade. We look forward to 
seeing all the children then at either the 9:00 or 11:00 service.  
 
FAITH FORMATION For older children and teenagers 10:05 to 10:55. 

http://www.livinglordfl.org/
http://www.livinglordfl.org/


Week of Aug. 24 – Aug. 30 
 

Monday  

AA Meeting 11:30am 

Boy Scouts 6pm 

GA Meeting 7pm 

 

Tuesday  

AA Meeting/Al Anon 11:30am 

Cub Scouts 6pm 

AA Meeting 7pm 

 

Wednesday  

AA Meeting 11:30am  

Wed. Lunch Bunch 12:30pm 

Pub Theology 6:30pm 

 

Thursday  

Widows Journey 10am 

AA Meeting 11:30am 

 

Friday   

GA Meeting 9:30am 

Crafting 10:30am 

AA Meeting 11:30am 

Family Fun Night 5:30pm 

AA Meeting 6pm, 8pm 

 

Saturday  

AA & Al-Anon Meeting 4pm 

NA Meeting 8pm 

 

Sunday   

9am Journey Worship 

11am Traditional Worship 

AA Meeting 6:30pm 

SLAA Meeting 8pm 

PUZZLE SWAP Do you like jigsaw 
puzzles?  A basket (in the Sanctuary 
Hall) has been provided for you to 
leave your finished puzzles and take 
challenging puzzles to 
complete. Enjoy! 
 
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY: Prayer 
team! We all know how powerful 
prayer is and lately we have had 
more requests. You don't need any 
training (although we will have 
suggested prayers available if you 
want). Just have a heart to 
receive some names and requests, 
and lift them up to Jesus. There will 
be a sign up sheet in the 
fellowship area for volunteers. See 
Pastor Linda for more information. 
 
SUNDAY BRUNCH Join us for 
brunch, discussion and fellowship 
after the 11am service each Sunday.  
Please sign up on the clipboard at 
the Scrip table.  A map and location 
for Sunday Brunch will be next to the 
clipboard. If you have questions, 
please contact Marilyn Jones, 614-
570-5483. All are welcome! 
 
BINGO NIGHT August 28th!  We will 
meet for dinner at 5:30 followed by 
bingo until 7:30. Prizes are your 
white elephant contributions. Sign up 
in the narthex so we can get a count 
of those attending. 
 
 
 



MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL!  
Classes will start September 13th and will be available during both the 9am 
and 11am services.  Children ages 3 and up are invited to join us! 
 
WIDOW’S JOURNEY - You are never alone when you walk with Christ.   
LLLC warmly invites all widows to join a supportive and uplifting group that 
meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 10:00am to 12:00pm. 

This gathering provides a safe space to share support, understanding, and 
fellowship.  Whether you seek a listening ear, new friendships, or a quiet 
moment of solace, this group is here for you. 

You do not need to be a member of LLLC to participate - all widows are 
welcome.  If you know of a widow that would benefit from this group, please 
reach out to Maggie in the church office or contact Beverly 
Brockschmidt. Come as you are, we look forward to walking alongside you. 
 
VOLUNTEER OR 2 NEEDED We need volunteers to learn to manage the 
Livestream on Sunday mornings. It seems like it would be difficult, but a little 
training is all one needs to become a pro. Please consider helping with this 
important ministry. Please contact Maggie in the church office if you can 
help.  
 

The Worship and Music team is aware that there are noise level 
concerns during worship services. In an effort to address these 
concerns we are providing spaces for those who use wheelchairs/walkers in 
the sanctuary in areas one can hear and see better. We will also place a rug 
in the sanctuary hall to absorb noise and are currently considering replacing 
the sound panels on the walls.  We would also ask that folks who are 
mingling in the sanctuary hall during a service to please remember to talk 
softly. Please know that efforts are being made to help with these concerns.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

Living Lord Lutheran Church 
Phone:  (941) 753-9365 Fax:  (941) 758-9015 

Web Site:  www.LivingLordFL.org 
 Information: Info@LivingLordFL.org 

All God’s Children Preschool      Phone: (941) 739-2776 

 
Interim Pastor Pastor Linda 

Fernandez 

941-753-9365 revlindactk@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator Maggie Hammond 941-753-9365 maggie@livinglordfl.org 
Minister of Music Thomas Pizzi 941-753-9365 tompno3@gmail.com 
All God’s Children Director Erin Bonifate 941-739-2776 agcerin@gmail.com 
Office Assistant Marianne Strimer 941-753-9365 marianne@livinglordfl.org 
    

Church Council Officers 
President Rae Dowling 941-741-8335 raedowling@yahoo.com 
Vice-President Scott Smith 215-480-5359 phlgss@yahoo.com 

Secretary Rich Jones 614-570-6540 j42hcir@gmail.com 

Treasurer Andy Mueller 702-544-1636 chugging@cox.net 

 
Church Council – Team Leaders 

Administration Pauline Priest 561-732-0472 pumpkinppp@yahoo.com 
Parish Life Stephney Rose 941-782-8005 rosestephney6@gmail.com 
Education Shannon  

Van den Bosch 
419-490-4168 brumensd@gmail.com 

Worship & Music 
Evangelism 
At-Large Member 

Lisa Pyeatt 
Patty Kunkel 
Ron Gerdes 
 

618-447-7245 
941-748-6669 
941-706-1042 

pyeatt2000@yahoo.com 
pattykunkel@verizon.net 
rtgerdes@comcast.net 
 

Special Teams Leaders 
Stewardship 
AGC Liaison 
Altar Guild 

Karen Symos 
Mary Hunter 
Karen Symos 

410-370-8666 
941-746-3757 
410-370-8666 

ksymos@hotmail.com 
mehretired5@gmail.com 
ksymos@hotmail.com 

Faith Comm. Nurses Karen Hansing 941-748-5806 riseuprnk@gmail.com 
Fellowship Pam Lange 404-358-1124 pamlangemobile@gmail.com 
Stephen Ministry Randy Hanson 941-981-9048 randley.hanson@verizon.net 
New Members Coord. Patty Kunkel 941-748-6669 pattykunkel@verizon.net 
Outreach Mary Torke 

Sue Copeland                                     
941-356-5510 
941-243-5329 

mtorke@comcast.net 
copelandfamily1992@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper 
Campus Improvement  

Karen Symos 
Rich Jones 

410-370-8666 
614-570-6540 

ksymos@hotmail.com 
j42hcir@gmail.com 

http://www.livinglordfl.org/
mailto:pattykunkel@verizon.net
mailto:mtorke@comcast.net
mailto:ksymos@hotmail.com

