
Make disciples, Serve selflessly, Live faithfully   February 2024 Issue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ:   
 

This is an odd February.  It could cause whiplash.  Valentine’s Day  and Ash Wednesday are the 
same day.  A day to remember our dearest loved ones and that we are dust and returning to dust.  
That is a high and low at the same time.  Perhaps this is very fitting.  Lent is a journey to the cross.  
How depressing it is to realize that my sin is what caused Jesus to die on that cross.  We are also 
blessed to know the outcome of that death.  Easter comes shortly after.  Another whiplash.  I  
challenge you to take that journey.  Begin by telling your loved ones how important they are and 
how much you love them.  Then, and this is the challenge and the hardest part, journey into the 
depths of your own soul to see if there are changes to be made, to see how God’s promises have 
been fulfilled and to begin to wait expectantly for what is to come next.  It may make you feel  
uncomfortable.  When it does, live in that for a while and then remember that YOU are who Jesus 
died for.  Who he loved enough to die for.  YOU are God’s child.  May you journey from death to 
life this Lent.  

 

Read Romans 8:31-39.  Always remember that NOTHING can take you away from God’s love.  
 

In Christ’s love:  Pastor Ed  
 

P.S.  Wednesdays in Lent: 5:30 Soup, 6:30 Worship – Women in the Bible  2/21 – 3/20 

       Sundays in Lent:  God’s Promises 
 

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Ed 
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Theo Bullington 
Rob Babel 

Kristine Mylett 
Susanna Scott 
Gordy Havey 
Janet Castner 

Liz Howell  
Wyly Pope 

Josh Myers Behler 
Chris Mork 

Shirley Smith 
Cason Pope 

Will 
Nan Fisher 

Calvin 
Gene Rahn 

Sue Pinkerton 

Linda Henkelmann 

Jacob Rodriguez 

Suzanne Dietzel 

 Cleo Neynaber 

Nancy Woodworth 

June Hartlieb 

Bill and Janet Burkman 

Ron Silver 

Andrew Catanese 

Family of Glenda Masch 

Laura Apeathy 

Frankie Vasquez 

Nayda Rivera 

Elaine Truitt 

Ralph Hanson 

Steve Pyeatt 

Bob Ready 

Brian Brockschmidt 

Family of Brian Schmidt 

Kathy Rodd 

Clifford Finholdt 

Terrie Dale 

Schrand Family 

Mary 

Family of Helen Marr 

June Jorgensen 

Julianna 

Dawn 

Ken Phillips 

Cierra 

Nan 

Kathy Murgatroyd 

Jim Pinto 

Tony Zubricky 

Joe Kitchie 

Rade Mallkovich 

Sharlene Jones 

Shirley Kitsmiller 

Linda Couch 

Jeanne Thum 

Ray Rankl 

Sophia Sahr 

Lori Rapp 

Jim and Sandy Kudrin 

Becky Berka 

Debbie Skelly 

Jeff Shaw 

Valerie Walden 

Peggy Smith 

Lynn Echols 

Tracy Allen 

Dan 

Dawn Schaeffer 

Family of Katherine Hoth 

John & Marlene Saum 

Family of Marty Smith 

Family of Dick Gross 

Leroy Hurst 

Linda 

Family of Tom Widmann 

Olivia and Barb Sahr 

Karen Hansing 

Roger Henkelmann 

Family of Margitta Rizzo 

Marco 

Friday, February  9th  
we will have a Family Fun 
Night in the Sanctuary Hall 
from 6:30 – 8:00 pm.  
There will be walking tacos, 
cookies, drinks and perhaps 
some other treats, along 
with games, puzzles, and a 
few fun activities.   
 

This is an opportunity to join together with people 
from all services, generations, and community.  Invite 
friends and community members.  A sign-up sheet 
will be posted in the narthex so we can get an  
approximate head count. 

Living Lord Lutheran Church is warmly inviting the  
community , as well as our members, to our Wednesday 
Lenten Services, which will feature a series called “Women 
of the Bible”.   
All services will be at 6:30pm.   
The first service is on Ash Wednesday, February 14  
featuring biblical Ruth with the blessings of prayer and  
fasting, not for the sake of showing off.    
Wednesday February 21 Eve will be presented as “First 
Woman, Mother of all”.    
Wednesday February 28 biblical rehab will be discussed 
showing how the Lord uses us all.    
Wednesday March 6  biblical Deborah is the focus with 
“Here comes the Judge”.     
Wednesday March 13 will  feature biblical Elizabeth 
“Thanking God for Life” as we play a part in God’s story, 
sometimes without knowing what part.   
Wednesday March 20, biblical Priscilla will be discussed as 
“A Teacher of Spiritual Things”, and a woman who went 
against the culture at that time by giving spiritual advice to 
a man.     
The series ends on Maundy Thursday March 28 with Mary, 
Sister of Lazarus “The Preparation for Jesus Burial “,   
which is teaching us to care for one another.  We hope to 
see you there for this fascinating series and worshipful  
services.   
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE OCTOBER 2023

“SOUPER" BOWL Sunday is February 11th. Time to get rid of your pocket 
change, dollar bills or a check to donate to LUTHERAN WORLD HUNGER 
APPEAL. A large soup kettle will be in the Narthex on February 11th for 
your kind donations to help feed the hungry. Thank you! Outreach Team 

FROM YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY NURSES 

History of Canned Food Month 
 

In the dark cold of February, when few fruits and vegetables grow, we’re so grateful 
for Canned Food Month. Before canning, the four main ways of food preservation 
were salting, drying, sugaring, and smoking – but Napoleon wanted to develop a  
better way. In response to a contest laid out by the French government in 1809, 
French inventor Nicholas Appert developed the first process that involved hermetically 
sealing and heat-sterilizing food storage containers. Rudimentary canning was born. 
 

Appert wrote a book on his invention that inspired many and set the canning ball  
rolling. Soon thereafter, an English businessman adopted the invention idea and  
began to create a business based on tin-canned foods (as opposed to the glass cans 
that Appert used). The businessman was named Peter Durand, and in 1810 he  
patented the use of tin cans. By 1820, his crafty food-storage creation fed the Royal 
Navy in massive proportions. 
 

Canneries began to experiment with specific different materials and methods for pack-
aging their food. The cans were originally composed of tin-plated iron, but over time 
they were shifted to be steel with tinplate, and eventually aluminum. Aluminum is  
lighter and does not rust, and it’s commonly used today to package sodas and other 
beverages.  
 

The 19th century saw a canning boom. Companies like Campbell Soup, Heinz, and 
Borden were selling off cans of food at lightning speed after the end of the economic 
depression in 1873. In 1903, Alexander Kerr invented the wide-mouth canning jar, for 
which he would later patent the famous lid – a metal disc and gasket held in place 
with a ring. Another name in the 19th-century canning industry was the Ball brothers, 
led by William Charles Ball. The brothers brought up many smaller canneries and led 
the industry after duplicating Kerr’s invention. 
 

Today, canned foods are still incredibly popular and the technology that surrounds 
them is still being developed. Commercially canned goods are used by nearly all  
populations, and by all types of people – from private citizens to militaries to food 
banks. They’re a beloved (and cheap) dietary staple for many of us, and deserve all 
the hype they’ll receive this month! 
 

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.  (1 Cor. 10:31) 
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Living Lord Lutheran Church  Council Meeting Minutes  December 13, 2023 - 7pm—DRAFT  
 

Attendees: Pastor Ed Holloway, President Rebecca Powers, Rae Dowling, Mary Hunter, Rich Jones, Patty 
Kunkel, Rhoda Olson, Stephney Rose, Mike Gutzler.  Absent: Beverly Brockschmidt, Brooke Palmtag,  
The meeting was called to order at 7:06pm by President Powers.  Pastor Ed led us in prayer and devotions 
from “Traveling Light” by Max Lucado.  Approval of the minutes:  The minutes from the November 2023 
meeting were approved unanimously.  

Team Reports:  All reports were submitted electronically.  The following are additional notations. 
 Evangelism:  Pastor Ed will be starting a daily blog on Facebook, but will need some help in building 
it out.  Once it goes live, he’d like everyone to share it on their Facebook page as well.  There will likely be 
an approximate $5/mo cost to this endevour.  

Parish Life:  Thank you to the Copelands and their team of volunteers who decorated the church 
for Christmas.  The Parish Life team will ensure the decorations are removed by Jan. 6, 2024.   

Music and Worship:  Lessons and Carols will be Sunday Dec 17th at 4pm.    The Spring Jazz  
Concert will be March 2nd at 4pm. 

All God’s Children: Erin Bonifate, Director and Heather Amato, Assistant Director, provided an 
extensive description of what AGC is, how they operate and would like to begin an education process for 
the congregation.  They will provide a proposal to the Council on how that education will roll out, but in the 
mean time they encourage everyone to read the AGC report in the monthly Voice and they will be providing 
information for inclusion for the weekly announcements in the bulletin and the screen.  The proposal for a 
statue to be placed in the island, in front of AGC will be forwarded to the Council members for review,  
discussion  and approval. 
 Financial Report:  The detailed financials have been submitted electronically.  Current offerings are down, 
expenses are favorable to budget and overall we are in a neutral position. The 2024 budget was presented 
from Financial Team.  Hard copies are available in the Church office.   The team presented a balance budget 
of $391,955.00 for 2024. A motion was made by Rhoda and seconded by Patty to accept the budget as pro-
posed.   The motion passed unanimously.   The budget will be officially discussed voted on by the Congrega-
tion at the Annual Meeting on January 28, 2024. 
Call Process: The executive team is working on plans for a Congregational Retreat on February 10th from 
9am-2pm at Peridia Clubhouse.  Goals for the retreat include looking at our past, learning from it and deter-
mining how we want to move forward into the future.  We are looking for volunteers for the Call Commit-
tee.  If you are interested in serving this very important position, please let Pastor Ed or any of the Council 
members know.   Sign up sheets will be in the narthex for the retreat.   Please sign up so that we can plan for 
food and materials.  Rebecca will be providing an update on the Transition to the congregation on Sunday 
December 17th.  Transition Checklist – All is on track and we continue to move through the process. 

Youth and Family Ministry:  For the time being we will hold on hiring for a leader for the Youth Ministry.  
New Business:  The Building Improvement Fund is alive and well and donations are being accepted for addi-
tional work that is needed to the existing building.  If you are interesting in serving on Building Improvement 
Committee, please reach out to Rich Jones.   

Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 28th, 2024, 12:30pm.  Please put it on your calendar.      

 Council next meeting dates:    

January 10, 2023 – 7pm – at Living Lord Lutheran. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm with the Lords Prayer.   

Respectfully submitted,  

Rae Dowling   
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Living Lord Lutheran Church  Council Meeting Minutes  January 10, 2024 - 7pm  DRAFT 

 

Attendees: Pastor Ed Holloway, President Rebecca Powers, Rae Dowling, Mike Gutzler, Mary Hunter,  
Patty Kunkel, Rhoda Olson, Stephney Rose 

Absent: Beverly Brockschmidt, Rich Jones, Brooke Palmtag.  
 

The meeting was called to order by President Powers at 7:02pm.   
 

Pastor Ed led us in prayer and devotions from “Traveling Light” by Max Lucado.  
 

Team Reports:  All reports were submitted electronically.  The following are additional notations. 

 Pastor’s:  Pastor and Maggie have been working on Mission IN-Site on the Synod website and will 
have some great information for the transition process very soon.   We will have Pastor Sweet as our facili-
tator for the Retreat on Feb 10th.   Fee is $300 plus mileage.   Conversation will be flexible and go where the 
congregation leads as appropriate. 

 Music and Worship:  The Spring Jazz Concert will be March 2nd at 4pm. 
 

All God’s Children:  

- A big thank you for those who attended the Children’s Christmas Program and for the Staff Christmas 
gifts.   

- Spring Carnival will be March.  This will be a fundraiser with games, food, animals, etc.   

- Summer Camp will be 6 weeks in the summer for 3-6 year olds.  

- School is closed Jan 15th and Feb 19th for federal holidays. 
 

Financial Report:  

Karen Symos has agreed to take on the Bookkeeper position.   She has started the transition with Lynn 
Fisher. 

The detailed financials have been submitted electronically.  Current Offerings are down, expenses are 
favorable to budget and overall we are in a neutral position.  

2023 was the 4th year in a row that the general offering was less than the year before.  This is the conse-
quence of a decline in membership and fewer giving units.  In 2023 our insurance costs and property 
maintenance and supplies were 47% over budget - $16,700.00.  Our investment income for the year, 
and savings in pastoral contract and church staff wages in the 4th qtr kept us close to budget.    

 

Call Process: 

The executive team is working on plans for a Congregational Retreat on February 10th from 9am-
2pm at Perida Clubhouse.  Goals for the retreat include looking at our past, learning from it and 
determining how we want to move forward into the future.  

Sign up sheets are in the narthex for the Retreat.   Please sign up. 

Transition Checklist – All is on track and we continue to move through the process.  Council has 
completed the items that they are responsible for.  The Annual meeting will allow the congrega-
tion to vote on the model constitution updates and also the budget.  When they are approved we 
will officially move to step 3 of the checklist.   

To date 8 people have expressed interest in being a member of the call committee.  We need 6  
members to be on the committee and we will convene that team after the retreat.    

 

Annual Meeting:  The meeting will be after the 11am service on January 28.  We will provide a look back 
at 2023, our accomplishments, vote on council members,  the budget and model constitution and lay out our 
plans for 2024.    
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LUNCH BUNCH INVITATION 

 
The second Thursday of every month the LLLC lunch bunch will be meeting at Station 400 at 11:30 am.   
The next luncheon will be on Thursday February 8, 2024.    Station 400 is located at 8215 Lakewood Main 
Street behind the Starbucks.   This luncheon is open to all who wish to attend.  The signup sheet is posted 

in the narthex.    If you have any questions, please contact Deb Miller at 616-540-1745. 

PUB THEOLOGY 
 

Pub Theology will meet on Wednesday February 7th at 6:45pm at the Beef O’Brady’s on Lakewood Ranch 
Blvd.  Join us to share views about How does God interact in our everyday lives? The format is simple: 
beer, conversation, and God. You might remember that Martin Luther and Katie brewed beer. Good 
things happen when we sit around the table together and talk about things of our lives that matter, and 
what better setting than at the pub, over a pint. For more information about this contact Doug Holst at 
(813) 447-9917.  This will be the last gathering until after Easter.  

New Business: 

 - A council retreat will be scheduled after the Congregational Retreat. 

  
 - The Building Improvement Fund is alive and well and donations are being accepted for additional work that 
is needed to the existing building.  If you are interesting in serving on Building Improvement Committee, 
please reach out to Rich Jones.   
 

 - AGC Statue approval.   The All God’s Children board has requested permission to install a cast bronze gar-
den statue bench in the island outside of AGC entrance.        

     Terms include: 

  - ACG will purchase the bench 

  - the island must have ground cover that is coordinated with and acceptable to the Property Committee 

  - if mulch is selected, the church will be responsible for maintenance of the mulch ground cover after 
the initial installation.     

 The council approved the statue plan for AGC unanimously. 
 

AGC provides a maintenance payment to the church monthly, however there is no written agreement 
for what that payment is to be used for.  President Powers will work with AGC to put together a 
division of responsibilities. 

Council next meeting dates:    

February 13, 2024 – 7pm – at Living Lord Lutheran. 

Meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:35pm.   
 

Respectfully submitted,       

Rae Dowling   
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Church Council   

President Rebecca Powers 913-306-5415 

Vice President Rich Jones 614-570-6540 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Mike Gutzler 

Rae Dowling 

978-857-7172 

741-8335 

Evangelism Patty Kunkel 748-6669 

Property 

Member At Large 

Bill Hoth 

Beverly Brockschmidt 

914-523-8425 

352-464-1177 

Stewardship Karen Symos 410-370-8666 

Worship & Music 

Parish Life 

Rhoda Olson 

Stephney Rose 

201-6304 

782-8005 

Youth Rep 

 

Brooke Palmtag 

 

252-646-8801 

 
Faith Community 
Nurses 

Karen Hansing 748-5806 

Fellowship Pam Lange 404-358-1124 

Outreach OPEN  

Stephen Ministry Helen Howe 315-427-9513 

New Members Patty Kunkel 748-6669 

Altar Guild Marlene Saum 753-1393 

Youth Ministry OPEN  

Worship Assistants Karen Symos 410-370-8666 

 

Who do I contact If I am interested in a  
particular ministry? 

 

Online 
People 

Reached 
In-Person 

A endance Total 

3-Dec 0 136 136 

10-Dec 360 136 496 

17-Dec 210 144 354 

24-Dec 1113 293 1406 

31-Dec 0 107 107 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE DECEMBER 2023 
02/02 Dryjowicz, Marcia & Bob 
02/03 Pyeatt, Lisa & Dennis 
02/11 Silver, Leslie & Ron 
02/20 Parker, Thomas & Carole 
02/27 Johnson, Gary & Leslie 
02/28 Beckman, Lola & Jamey 

02/03 Fisher Greg 
02/04 Allen Shannon 
02/04 Dowling Jr. Joseph 
02/05 Polk Arthur 
02/09 Otterness Alyssa 
02/10 Cubberly Diana 
02/12 Howell Rebecca 
02/14 Otterness Lauren 
02/14 Van Voorhis Bruce 
02/15 Daly Beatrice 
02/15 Vogler Harold 
02/16 Johnson Rylee 
02/16 Sanders Carol 
02/17 Layrisse Donna 
02/19 Anuszewski John 
02/19 Torke Mary 
02/27 Carter Anita 
02/29 Dryjowicz Marcia 
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        Ask The Weatherman     
By: Bill Mork 

Was 2023 a warm year?   In Florida, it was the warmest year on record at Fort Myers, Lakeland, Plant City, 
Tampa, and Venice. It was the third warmest year at the Sarasota-Bradenton Airport with an average  
temperature of 76.1 degrees, 2.0 degrees above normal, with records dating from 1911. The year 2023 was 
the earth’s warmest year since global records began in 1850 at 1.18C (2.12F) above the 20th century average 
of 13.9C (57.0F). The 10 warmest years in the 174-year record of world temperatures have all occurred  
during the last decade (2014-2023).  

Was December 2023 a warm month?   The December global surface temp was 1.43C (2.57F) above the 
20th-century average of 12.2C (54.0F), making it the warmest December on record. The contiguous U.S.  
average temperature during December was the warmest in the 129-year record at 40.0F, 7.3 degrees F 
above average. The average Dec temperature at the Sarasota-Bradenton Airport was the 19th warmest on 
record at 66.4 degrees, 1.4 degrees above normal.  

Was 2023 a dry year?  It was the driest year on record at the Sarasota-Bradenton Airport with only 27.13 
inches, 55 % of normal, deficit of 21.92 inches. It was the driest year in Parrish since we moved here in 2005 
with 38.16 inches, 70% of normal, deficit of 16.27 inches. Naples also had their driest year on record with 
30.48 inches, 62% of normal, deficit of 19.04 inches. Contrast that to Fort Lauderdale, 109 miles east on  
Alligator Alley, which had their wettest year on record with 113.61 inches, 187% of normal, surplus of 52.73 
inches. They also set a daily rainfall record with 22.50 inches on 12 April and a new April rainfall record of 
31.22 inches. Too much westerly flow from El Nino set up a pattern of dry west and wet east in Florida in 
2023.  

Has our drought eased?  The U.S. Drought Monitor of 23 Jan showed Moderate Drought (D1) on the coast 
and Abnormally Dry (D0) inland of Manatee and Sarasota Counties. Improvement came from above normal 
rainfall in Dec and Jan with 3.62 inches at the airport in Dec and 4.30 inches so far in Jan. Parrish rainfall in 
Dec was 3.23 inches and 3.56 inches so far in Jan. Is Panama in drought? A severe drought that began last 
year has forced authorities to slash ship crossings by 36% on the Panama Canal, one of the world’s most  
important trade routes. Reduced water levels prompted authorities to cut daily ship crossings from 38 to 24. 
One of the most severe droughts ever to hit Panama has stirred chaos in the 50-mile maritime route, causing 
a traffic jam of vessels, and casting doubts on the canal’s reliability for international shipping.  

How are things in California?  El Nino influence has kept the heaviest precipitation in Southern California. 
Snowpack levels across the Sierra Nevada are 48% of normal on 27 Jan. While on 22 Jan, San Diego Interna-
tional Airport had 2.73 inches of rain, its 4th wettest day in 175 years and its wettest January day. Flash 
flooding submerged streets, stalling cars and halting trolleys.  

How cold was the arctic outbreak?  A deepening low pressure area moving northeast from the Panhandle 
dropped an arctic front southward with blizzard conditions in western KS and NE on 8 Jan and heavy snow 
from CO to the Great Lakes. Arctic high pressure built south with below zero temps everywhere in MT on 
13 Jan and 8 stations minus 40 degrees or lower. On 14 Jan, below zero temps covered all of MT, ND, SD, 
NE, KS, IA, MN, and WI. On 16 Jan, every station in TX had below freezing temps. Low temps dropped to 
20 at Pensacola FL on 17 Jan. Nashville TN had a record 6.3 inches of snow on 15 Jan and a low of minus 1 
degree on 17 Jan. Return of moist air from the Gulf brought heavy rain and river flooding to the South 22-26 
Jan.  
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“Make disciples, Serve selflessly, Live faithfully” 
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
 

Visit our web-site—www.livinglordfl.org 
 

 

 

     
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living Lord Lutheran Church 
11107 Palmbrush Trail 
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202 
 

“LIKE” us on Facebook. 
Facebook.com/llivinglordlutheranchurch 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel 
at YouTube.com 
Search for Living Lord Lutheran 
Church Bradenton 


